
Wayne Field 

 Durand, WI 

 

     
   
 

    Wayne Field is one of the many things that make our athletic department at 
Durand High School very unique.  The Durand football field is definitely the nicest 
field in our conference, and will continue to be as long as it stays in the same 
location and is well maintained.  
   
    Wayne Field has an interesting history.  Some may ask, "Why is the football 
field located away from the school and not connected to it like the other 
schools?" I know when the school district acquired the land Wayne Field is 
located on, and why our football field named Wayne Field.   These questions can 
easily be answered by looking at the history of Wayne Field.  
   
    Wayne Field is named the way it is because in 1966, the land was donated to 

the School District of Durand by John and Lillian 
Wayne of rural Durand.  John and Lillian Wayne 
once owned land from where the Dairy Queen is to 
where Bear Creek runs under highway 85 outside 
Durand, a distance of about 1/2 mile.  Their land 
contained all of the Chippewa River Bottoms from 
the boat landing downtown to where Bear Creek 
empties into the Chippewa River.  The Wayne's 

wanted to donate a small portion of their land to the city of Durand to be used for 
recreational purposes.  



   
    In the first deed transferring the small portion of land on November 6, 1948, 
John and Lillian Wayne deeded the land where the Durand football field and 
tennis courts are to the City of Durand for the cost of $1.00.  The deed signed by 
the Wayne's and the City of Durand stated that the land must be used for 
recreational, athletic, or exhibition activities for the general public.  When the 
premises are no longer used they must be returned to the granters, John and 
Lillian Wayne. The provisions on the use of the land 
were that no intoxicating liquors could be sold or 
permitted without a permit, and the granters had 
the right to use the plot of land for anything they 
wish.  
   
    When the land was not being used by the City of 
Durand as intended, it returned to the granters in 
1961.  In 1961, John and Lillian wanted the Durand School District to use the land 
as a sports field so they set 8 more limitations, restrictions, and conditions on the 
use of the property in the second deed signed on February 1, 1961... 

1. The City of Durand shall have complete control andcharge of operating 
the athletic field, including the responsibility of the field's up-keep, 
maintenance and replacement. 

 
2.  No rent or admission shall be charged for the use of the field except for 
admissioncharge to events. 

 
3.  The Durand School District has priority over the use of the field over 
other schools. 

 
4.  The school has the responsibility for operation of summer recreation 
programs. 

 
5.  The school has responsibility for the expense of the up-keep of the 
sports field. 



 
6.  The property is not to be used for an ice skating rink. 

 
7.  No discrimination to any person. 

 
8.  Privileges for the use of the athletic field are intended for all schools in 
the district including non-public schools. 

     After time, the City of Durand no longer wanted to maintain and provide all of 
the up-keep for the field.  With that in mind, an arrangement with the School 
District of Durand was considered.  After these limitations, restrictions, and 
conditions were set and agreed by John and Lillian Wayne in 1961, the City held 

the land until the Durand School District made a 
decision on whether or not they wanted to 
fully maintain the small portion of land for an 
athletic field.  On November 11, 1966, the third 
deed on the small portion of land was signed.  It 
was signed between John and Lillian Wayne, and 
the School District of Durand. At that time the 
property was deeded to the School District of 
Durand for the sum of $1.00 and the agreement 

on the list of 8 limitations, restrictions, and conditions.  If the school follows these 
8 regulations, it will remain the districts field forever, in memory of John and 
Lillian Wayne, or Wayne Field.  
   
   
John and Lillian are both deceased today, but the Wayne Field sign will always 
stand in their memory. 

 

   This "Wayne Field History Page" was created by Adam Bauer, Great-Grandson of 
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne, in Computer Programming II in March of 1998. 

 


